Some  basic  principles








The first and most fundamental set of assumptions underlying this report is to do with the general idea of relationships between people and the ecosystems in which they live. We assume that people are part of the eco-system, not intruders into it. The problem is then one of maintaining a healthy and balanced eco-system.





It means that people have a basic right of access to parks, and any constraints upon that right must be very carefully and thoroughly considered. However, the park resource must be partitioned in order to:


 


provide the diversity of access opportunities which  is necessary to meet the very diverse needs of any broad-scale population and at the same time, 


protect and conserve natural and cultural heritage values.





It also means that the notion of recreation (or tourism) being essentially in conflict with conservation is a rather stale red herring. Poor management or lack of understanding will produce such conflict but it can be confronted and dealt with. This project is an example of an attempt to establish a process which will confront much of the problem.





Our next assumption is that quality park management must grow primarily from the local park management staff themselves, not from the head office of a parks management agency. The head office must offer leadership and vision ; provide a managerial infrastructure and allocate resources to the very many demands for support. But in the long run, the quality of both visitor experience and environmental stewardship comes from people ‘on the ground’ in the parks. In the current ransitional period in parks management, there are often too few such people. 





These assumptions mean that any soundly based program for maintenance of quality must give balanced and integrated attention to both environmental and social issues. The quality of recreation experience is largely shaped by the environment, while the extent to which environmental quality can be maintained is largely dependent upon the behaviour and attitudes of visitors and other stakeholders.





 Finally, we know that there is a very wide diversity of personal preferences in relation to the recreational environment. Some people prefer the chance to escape from others and to relax in truly isolated and pristine environments of which there are a decreasing number of opportunities. At the other extreme, some prefer crowded and highly modified environments, even to the extent exemplified by casinos.





The natural area manager must therefore not only maintain a spectrum of environments, but must only develop modifications with caution and sound judgements.





The process which we recommend essentially demands a response to eight key questions. Figure 1 provides a broad overview of the eight questions and the context within each should be dealt with. recommended here. All of these are then discussed in detail in the balance of the report.
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